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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH 

IIIGH COURT DIVISION 

(SPECIAL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION) 

WRIT PET I TIO NO. 7052 of 2023. 

IN Tl IE MATTER OF: 

. \n Application under Articles 102(1 ). I 02(2)(a)((D and I 02(2)(a)(i) of tl,e Constitution of 

the P--:ople's Republic or Bangladesh. 

AND 

I~ THE MATTER OF: 

Articles 18A. 3 I and 32 of the Constitution of the People's Republic of Bangl ... desh th.: 

nangladesh Em ironment Consen ation :\ct. I 995 and the Em ironment ConserYauon Rule:-. 

2023 made there under: Medical \\aste \fanagement Rules. 2008: olid \\'ash: ~lanagcment 

Rules. 2021 ""ii'31{) ~ ~ ~R' ~- 2013: Act '\.o.36 of '.?.000: the Bangladesh \\ atcr Act. 

2013: and Rules made there under: the Bangladesh \\'ater De, elopment Board Act. '.WOO: 

the Local GoYernmcnt (Paurshova) .\ct. 2009: the Land Management ~lanual. 1990. and 

other appl icable laws and policies. 

A D 

I'\. TIIL MATTER OF: 

Protecting the Labundha Ri, er by demarcating the same as per the C . R maps ..ind its 

original flow: remo, ing all encroachments from the said Ri, er: identit~ ing the ew,ti 1,;. 

soun;t!s of pollution and pn:,enting the same: pn!,entin6 new encroachments 0\er and 

soum .. : or pollution to the said Ri\'er: declaring and managing the said Ri\'er as Ecolo~icall~ 

Critic:tl .\rca under section 5 of the Em ironment Con,;er\ at ion .\ct. I 995 

A D 

I'-l 1 1 IE MATfER OF: 

Bangl:lJesh Environmental La\,ycrs \ssociation (BELA). a societ) registered under the 

'-;ot:iet1c~ Registration Act. 1860. ha\ ing its onice at House I o. 15A. Ro.1J ~o. ->. 

l)hrn,monJi Residential Arca. P.S. Dhanmondi. Dhaka being represented b) its L:rn~cr. 

1 la,;~:mul 13anna. Ad\ ocate. Supreme(. ,1u1l of lLn,;.I, t.ksh. 

...Petitioner 

-VERSUS-



I. Bangladesh, represented by the Secretary, Min istry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change. Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Bangladesh Secretariat, 

Dhaka- I 000. 

2. The Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources represented by the Secretary, Government of 

the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka- I 000. 

3. Ministry of Land. represented by the Secretary, Government of the People's Republic of 

Bangladesh, Bangladesh Secretariat. Dhaka- I 000. 

4. Local Government Department, Ministry oAf Local Government. Rural Development and 

Co-operatives represented by the Secretary. Government of the People's Republic of 

Bangladesh. Bangladesh Secretariat Dhaka- I 000. 

5. rhc ~ational Ri, er Consenation Commission represented b) the Chairman. 166 Hossain 

Tmver. Bir Protik Golam Dastagir Road. '\ayapaltan. Dhaka. 

6. The Department of Environment (DoE) represented by Director General. 16-E Agargoan. 

Sher-e-Banglanagar, Dhaka. 

7. The Bangladesh Water De, elopment Board represented by Director General. 

WAPDA Building. 72 Green Road. Dhaka. 

8. The Deputy Commissioner. Office of the Deputy Commissioner. Gazipur. 

9. The Superintendent of Police. Office of the Police Superintendent. Gazipur. 

I 0. The Director. Department of Em ironment. Gazipur District Office. House no. 48 14 

(2nd floor) Block -A. Sardi Road Chandana. Joydebpur. Gazipur. 

11. The Upazilla irbahi Officer. Ofiice of Upazilla :'\irbahi Officer. reepur. Gazipur. 

12. Sreepur Paurshova. Gazipur represented h) the ). la~ or. 

13. The Chairman. Upazilla Parishad. Sreepur. C,azipur. 

14. The Upazi lla Health and Famil) Planning Officer. reepur Government Health 

Complex. Sreepur. Gazipur. 

15. Salvo Chemical Ltd. represented b,· the ~ lanaging Director. '-:ayanpur. reepur. 

Ciazipur. 

16. Crt1\.\n Wool Wear represented b) the :\1anaging Director. i\1a,,na. Sreepur. Gazipur. 

@1' 11}ceramics represented by the Managing Director. BoherarChala. :\1a\\na. reepur. 

18. '.\kglma Knit Composite represented by the ~fanaging Director. Gorgoria. i\lasterbari 

~reepur.Gazipur. 

19. Aman Cotton represented by the Managing Director. Sreepur. Gazipur. 

20. Ilams Washing represented by the Managing Director. Sreepur. Gazipur. 
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21. Paramount Texti le represented by the Managing Director, Sreepur. Gazipur. 

22. Oard Composite represented by the Managing Director, Rajabari, Sreepur. Gazipur. 

23. Dignity Textile Limited represented by the Managing Director, Betj huri. Bairagir Chala. 

Srcepur. Gazipur. 

24. lshraq Spinning M ill represented by the Managing Director. Madhkhola. Keora East 

Part. Srecpur. Gazipur. 

P resent: 

M rs. Justice Farah Mahbub 

and 

M r .. Justice M uhammad Mahbub U I Islam 

The 31'' day of .Julv, 2023. 

:\·1r. Ashraf Ali with 

Mr. Minhazul Hoque Chov,:dhury, Ad\'ocates and 

Ms. Shamima asrin. Advocate 

...... For the Petitioner 

~1r. Samarendra ath Bisv,as. D.A.G. \\ith 

Mr. ~1d. Abul Kalam Khan (Daud). A.A.G.\\ith 

Mr. Md. \1odersher Ali Khan (Dipu). A.A.G.and 

~1r. Md. Tauliq Sajawar (Partho). A.A.G . 

... Respondents 

. . . . For the Respondents-government. 

l.et a Rule Nisi be issueJ calling upon the respondents to show cause as to \\hy the 

failure or the respondents concerned to protect --Labundha RiYer .. from pollution and 

encroacbmcms. shall not be declared to ha\ e been done "ithout la\\ ful authority and henLe. 

is of no legal effect and a lso. as to why the) shall not be directed to declare and mana;:;e 

--Labundha Ri\ er .. flowing through Gazipur District as Ecological Critical Area under 

Section 5 of the En\'ironment Consen·ation Act. 1995.protect the said ri\'er b) demarc:1tin~ 

its boundary as per the C.S. maps and original tlo\\s. remo\'e the encroachments from the 

said ri\·er and pre\'ent pollution of the said Ri\ er in due compliance of law. and or such 

other or further order or orders passed as to this court may seem fi t and proper. 
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Pending disposal of the Rule, the respondents Nos. 5, 6.8 and 10 are directed to 

prepare a report comprising complete list of encroachers and polluters of the said river after 

holding due inquiry in accordance with law. 

The respondent Nos. 6 and l O are also directed to monitor and ensure round the 

clock operation of ETPs and installation of other appropriate pollution fighting de\ ices of all 

industries around the said river including respondents "\;o.15-24 as per prO\·ision Sections 

-+(l ), 4(2) (uma) of ··<nt~ 9!fu<r·•PR~ ~- ~~M·· 

Said respondents are also directed to test the \\ ater quality of --RiYer Labundha .. 

regularly and submit the said report by filing affida\ it of compliance to that effect in eve~ 

6(six) months from the date of receipt of the copy of this order. 

The Rule is made returnable within 0-+(tour) \\·eeks from date. 

Let the notice be served upon the respondents by usual course as well as b~ 

registered post with ackno\vledgment receipt at the costs of the petitioner. 

Typed by: Sayed: 27.08.2023 

Read by: $2\.- 2... ~-o~ -2.-';> 

Exam.b): ~~-~ ~ 

l{ Readied by: ~ 

~ /J-?..~Q.5;1 
~ '511~-i 

~"lPIM<P 4:4~ 

Farah :\1ahbub 

~luhammad :\1ahbub t;I Islam 

~ 
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Md. Shariful Alam 
Superintendent 
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