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Executive Summary
This report narrates the activities accomplished under the Sida supported project titled
“Defending Environmental Rights and Promoting Justice.” It reports on the activities that have
been completed in the first ten months of the grant covering March-December, 2019. Although
officially the Project started in March, 2019, the activities could only start in late June, 2019
when the money was disbursed. Despite the delay, it is noticed that almost all proposed
activities have been completed while good progress has been made with regard to activities
that could not be completed for various reasons.
As with all BELA programs and projects, the most remarkable achievements have been marked
in the arena of “legal aid and assistance”. While at least 30 cases have been followed up in the
reporting period, 10 new cases have been filed on globally and nationally significant
environmental justice issues. The case filed on restricting single use plastics (SUP) has received
not only local media coverage but has drawn global interest. Similarly, the cases filed and
fought on import of radiated scrap vessel and poisonous pesticide owned by an agro-giant
Monsanto/Bayer have received huge international coverage. Environmental groups elsewhere
are following the BELA petitions in developing their legal plaints against SUP and Round-up
herbicide that has been accused of causing cancers. The verdict on ship breaking will
necessitate change in the existing legal regime on the subject. It will also put the cash buyers,
thus far exempted from accountability, to legal sanctions while bars will have to be imposed
against import of vessels from many countries that facilitate production of false waste flow
certificates. The Judgment on forest rights and water rights will remain groundbreaking
decisions in protecting people’s right to life and water. These cases, being directed as
‘continuing mandamus’, will require rigorous follow up actions.
In the reporting period, two very successful policy advocacy on the need for law for clean air
and reform in existing legal arena for substituting alternatives to burnt bricks have been done.
While BELA has drafted the Clean Air Act now under active consideration of the Ministry of
Environment, Forest, and Climate Change, its successful advocacy has brought in needed
change in the existing law on brick kilns, empowering the Government to direct brick kiln
owners to switch to alternatives to burnt bricks.
The plan to involve the Parliamentary Standing Committee on the Ministry of Environment,
Forest, and Climate Change in visiting pollution hot spots and the public hearings arranged
truly brought people and authorities face to face. These were eye-opening for the law makers,
and very empowering for the suffering people who could question the public officials in
presence of their elected representatives.
Through successful implementation of the project activities, BELA is now reaching out to more
and more people. The interactive programs with the communities, local level civil society
actors, local administration, national and local media have all contributed to identification of
priority justice issues and development of better and implementable work plan. In almost all
issue-based discussion, in additional to relevant government agency officials, the head of local
administration, i.e., the Deputy Commissioners were present. All these discussions resulted in
minimizing gaps and drawing consensus on solutions based on which action/campaign plans
have been developed.
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The trainings arranged in the reporting period have drawn much attention and received
participants from government functionaries, NGOs, academia and professionals. The trainings
have blended theoretical knowledge with practical experience.
The first ten months of working has enabled BELA to formalize and strengthen its network,
increase its outreach through social media, better document the issues and works, and better
interact and respond to its cliental needs. Internally, BELA now has a better team and some of
its key positions have been filled in with new recruitments under the Project.
The implementation of the activities were not without challenges. The internal challenges
include delayed disbursement of fund, recruitment of qualified staff, finalization of the logframe and the gender analysis for all of which Sida and BELA have worked on solutions. The
external challenges as that of political sensitivities about BELAs work have been overcome by
playing low, formation of and working through strategic alliances, increased community
engagements, involving local level administration, visual documentations of grievances and so
on.
In summary, in can safely be concluded that the Project activities have contributed to the
proposed objectives and outcomes and have truly been empowering for those faced with
environmental grievances and have no alternative forum than BELA to approach for redress.
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1. Introduction
The year 2019 was quite eventful. The Country had the parliament election at the end of 2018
and through a very questionable voting process, the same Government returned to power
with absolute majority. Hence, in terms of governance and policy regime, there was no drastic
changes for the human rights and advocacy groups to ponder over except for more restrictive
political and legal conditions for their own operation. With an engineered election victory,
the tolerance level of the authoritarian rulers have gone further down making it difficult for
rights groups to be vocal as needed.
The activities of BELA were largely undertaken as planned but the plan itself had to adjust to
internal dynamics of the major development partner, the Swedish Embassy and Sida. After
much negotiation, an agreement for a 3 years 9 months long program funding was finally
signed on 23 May, 2019. This grant will cover the core activities of BELA that, include the
followings‐


Filing of litigations (on community complaints; strategic public interest environmental
litigations (SPIEL) on national environmental issues)



Following up existing litigations through legal mechanism and community
interventions



Filing memorandums, appeals and applications



Advocating for changes in the environmental legal regime



Campaigning for sustainable development as opposed to exploitative developments



Developing a national platform of environmental activists on justice issues



Holding dialogues, public hearings, FGDs, consultations, workshops, discussions,
seminars



Arranging in‐house trainings and trainings for stakeholders



Preparing and publishing briefing papers/research reports/ annual reports/state of
environmental governance reports



Updating organizational plans, policies and strategies and implementing the same

The objectives & outcomes of the Sida Supported Project are as follows:


A better functioning environmental legal regime through increased and successful
litigation outcomes and legal advocacy



Contribute to good governance in the areas of pollution control and natural resource
management (land, forests, air, water, biodiversity) by questioning and challenging
maladministration, inactions, mala fide actions, and arbitrary development decisions
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Contribute to the capacity building of relevant stakeholders (public, private, CSOs,
communities) through special awareness raising initiatives



Strengthen networks and widen support bases through increased and regular
engagement



Improve organizational capacity, financial and administration management,
communication skills, and governance by implementing updated policies

In addition to the Sida funding, BELA also worked for 3 (three) other projects titled “Promoting
Sustainable Building in Bangladesh”, ”Citizens Move to Protect Urban Wetlands” and
“Empowering Environmental Watchdogs at Risk in Asia with innovative Protection and
Advocacy Methodologies” in the reporting period funded respectively by OXFAM, the German
Government, and Friends of the Earth International (FoEI). The objective of the Oxfam funded
project was to create awareness and foster policy changes in favour of alternative to burnt
bricks. The FoEI supported project enabled BELA to train 44 environmental human rights
defenders (EHRDs) organizations on digital and other security measures in dealing with their
agenda and also assist farmers affected by land grabbing with some sustenance money
(‘emergency funding’ as called in the FoEI language). The project supported by the German
Government helped BELA to engage with communities of a sub‐urban area called Savar and
develop an action plan to address their grievances around the havoc of industrial pollution
and unplanned urbanization. A yearly grant of Inter Pares contributed to attaining the overall
objectives of the organization which is to promote “Environmental Justice”.
In the reporting period, BELA has got approval from the NGO Affairs Bureau to implement an
ISVARA Foundation supported project (July, 2019 ‐ June, 2020) to increase public opinion for
renewable energy and to demystify the Government propaganda about cheap and eco‐
friendly thermal power plants. As the NGO Bureau Clearance has come in November only, the
work has just started.
This report is on the Sida supported project titled “Defending Environmental Rights and
Promoting Justice“. Few major activities supported by the German Embassy and Friends of
the Earth International have also been stated (items B(i), C.2(x), D (4)) to give a comprehensive
picture of BELA’s action. Those have been marked in Blue.
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2. Brief Description of the Activities
A. Advocacy
In line with the proposed activities & the expected outcomes, two successful advocacy efforts
have been undertaken in the reporting period leading to concrete legal proposals on clear air
& amendment to the legal regime on use of destructive burnt bricks. The summary of the
legal advocacy is given below.
i. Clean Air Act
BELA was approached by the Department of Environment (DoE) to draft a Clean Air Act for
Bangladesh. The objective of the proposed Act is to prevent and control air pollution and to
improve quality of air, protect human health and the environment.
A binding law on the subject has become an imperative due to the fact that the air of Dhaka,
the Capital of Bangladesh, has become extremely unhealthy giving the Capital the 1st position
in terms of worst air quality (Source: 17 November, 2019, Dhaka Tribune). BELA reviewed the
laws of USA, China, the Philippines, Malaysia, Taiwan and India and proposed a zero draft.
This draft was taken to the relevant stakeholders in all divisional headquarters. Their views
and concerns were duly incorporated in the 1st draft that was debated by national level
experts. The 2nd draft was presented to all relevant Government agencies. Incorporating
their suggestions the final draft was submitted to DoE.
This draft recommended formation of a new institutional setup to develop a time bound
action plan to reduce pollution from targeted sectors such as brick kilns, constructions and
transportation. The Act also has proposed standards for process industries and commodities
that lead to air pollution.
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The Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate

Change

(MoEFCC)

posted

the

proposed law on their website on 19
September, 2019. Noting huge departure
from the BELA proposed and widely agreed
upon draft of the Clean Air Act, a meeting with
the Parliamentary Standing Committee was
arranged by BELA that was participated by
leading civil society leaders and also some key
Government officials. Based on the discussion,
a revised version was again sent to the
Ministry on 2 December, 2019.

Coverage in New Age BD, 28th September,
2019,

ii. Alternative to Burnt Bricks
BELA, in partnership with Housing and Building Research Institute (HBRI) of the Government
and two other NGOs implemented a project Promoting Sustainable Building in Bangladesh.
Supported by the European Union, the project focused on advocating for an enabling policy
framework for promoting environment friendly alternative to burnt bricks. The three years
long project ended in successful advocacy through which the Government not only amended
‘Brick Manufacturing and Brick Kiln Establishment (Control) Act, 2013’ to empower itself to
direct switching from burnt bricks to ecofriendly alternatives, but also has agreed in an inter‐
ministerial meeting held on 5 August, 2019 to develop an action plan to phase out from burnt
bricks by 2025.
Worth noting, Bangladesh produces 22.71 billion (source: ADB, 2015) burnt bricks a year
burning not less than 3350 million cubic feet fertile top soil from its already scare agricultural
land. According to the Soil Research Development Institute (SRDI), if the rate at which
agricultural lands are disappearing from Bangladesh remain unchecked, the Country shall be
left with no agricultural lands by 2070.
iii. Launching of Issue based Campaigns
In consultation with network members, BELA has selected two campaign issues that include
cultivation of ecologically damaging eucalyptus and acacia tree in the northern part of
Bangladesh. Discussions with stakeholders were held to collect their views on the subject,
leaflets have been prepared and distributed while a signature campaign is underway.
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Signature campaigns have also been started in Barishal for protection of Kirtankhola river, in
Mymensingh against indiscriminate sand extraction from Brahmaputra river, in Chuadanga
against encroachment and pollution of the transboundary Mathabhanga river, and in Sylhet
against crushing of stones in residential areas.
All campaign issues shall be followed up with events to involve policy makers and all relevant
stakeholders.
B. Public Events
In its effort to raise public awareness, engage & empower local communities, and to draw
attention of the policy makers for needed measures, BELA arranged 2 public events on issues
of national importance. In addition, significant number events (in the form of FGDs, issue
based discussions, community consultations, beneficiary feedback meetings, local level
network members meeting) at the local level on locally important issues were also arranged
(list of such events given in Annexure “1”). In both national level & local level events, BELA
endeavored to engage strategic alliance members who are mostly from relevant NGOs &
professional sectors. Presence of local level administration was also ensured in almost all
issue based discussions.
i. Public Hearing on Pollution in Savar
Savar Upazila which is 24 kilometers north‐west from Dhaka Zero Point. Total area of this
Upazila (administrative unit below district) is 280.13 square kilometers, which was reported
to have a population of 13,87,426 with a population density 5,182 per square kilometer (as
of the 2011 Bangladesh Census). Total cultivable land of Savar Upazila is 41,379.6 acres. The
area has flow of four major rivers (Bangshi, Turag, Buriganga and Karnatali; source: Savar
Upazila, wikipeida.org).
For being in close proximity to the Capital, Savar is bearing the curse of unregulated
urbanization and industrialization. A significant part of Savar lands has been acquired by the
The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on MoEFCC directed
DoE to fine and also to shut down
the Amin Bazar Land Fill

Government for various industrial and development
purposes like setting up of Export Processing Zone
(EPZ), construction, landfill, relocation of tanneries
and so on. These Government projects have
encouraged private sector investments in Savar that

is mostly going unregulated. Waste dumping, heavy industrial pollution, land grabbing have
severely contaminated the air, water and soil of Savar. Due to the pollution, the once green
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Savar is now grey/brown forcing the local people to lead an extremely polluted and unhealthy
life.
BELA had series of consultations with the affected people of the most polluted hot spots of
Savar. Based of those consultations, a list of recommendations has been prepared. With 6
more environmental NGOs who are Strategic Alliances1 member, BELA arranged a visit by the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on MoEFCC to the most polluted sites of Savar that
include the tannery estate, the Amin Bazar Dumping and the Karnapara Khal (canal). The visit
was followed up by a public hearing that was spontaneously and actively participated by 279
local community representatives.

The Public Hearing
was attended by 3
(three)

members

of

the

Parliamentary
Standing
Committee
the

while

keynote

speech was given
by

the

Director

General, DoE.

BELA

is

implementing

now
a

3rd of April, 2019, Public Hearing at Savar (top two), and Parliamentary
Standing Committee visit at Savar Tannery Estate (bottom two)

follow up action plan on issues raised in the public hearing and is doing the followings:


Forming local level advisory group and activating it



Community outreach (to enable the community to follow up and monitoring
progress/hinderances)



Developing and finalizing issue based work plan (identification of challenges, reliefs
sought, actors, interventions required, probable time limit, and so on)

1
Association for Land Reform and Development (ALRD), Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon (BAPA), Nijera Kori,
Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB), Nodi o Poribesh Unnayan Parishad, Architect Mubasser Hossain
(Ex President, IAB) and Dr. Ishrat Islam, Department of Urban & Regional Planning, BUET, Dhaka.
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Seeking administrative relief through submission of memorandum, concern letters,
legal notices, face to face meetings, etc.



Communicate community grievances through seminars, discussions, hearings etc.,
where concerned public agencies and private sector actors shall be invited



Arrange media reports (through media fellowship)



Collection of documents (satellite images, land records, pictures etc.); evidence
(analysis of water/soil samples; health assessment reports), and preparation of
documentation



Collection of information through applications under Right to Information (RTI) Act



Filing of Public Interest Litigation

After the field visit, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on MoEFCC directed the DoE to
fine and also to shut down the Amin Bazar Land Fill.
Part of the planned activities noted above may be implemented with SIDA support in case the
Goldman support cannot be ensured.
Funder: The German Embassy; Citizens Move to Protect Urban Wetlands
ii. Relocating of Chemical Godowns from Old Dhaka
A public hearing was organized by BELA along with 6 (six) Strategic Alliance2 members on
making Old Dhaka free of chemicals and fire risk. The hearing was organized after a
devastating fire broke out in Chawk Bazar of Old Dhaka killing at least 71 people. While it was
expected that the authorities
would fullfill their commitment
of relocating chemical godowns
from the overly congested and
dilapidated

residential

complexes of the historic Old
Dhaka after the Nimtoli fire
incident killed 124 people in
2010, the Chawk Bazar fire
Coverage of the Public Hearing, the Daily Star, 29th March 2019
2
Association for Land Reform and Development (ALRD), Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), Association for Bangladesh
Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) and Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee (BRAC), Institute of
Architect Bangladesh (IAB) and Nijera Kori

11

clearly pointed to the failure and negligence of the Government in protecting the residents of
Old Dhaka.
The public hearing held on 28 March, 2019 brought the authorities face to face with the
affected families. As the affected families demanded compensation, rehabilitation and
punishment of unscrupulous business people and land owners, the authorities committed
time bound relocation of chemical stores and godowns from Old Dhaka to Shyampur and
Tongi. The business community, however, wanted more time and failed to commit any
assistance for rehabilitation and compensation of the affected families.
Worth noting, the 1st anniversary of the Chawk Bazar incident will be observed without the
committed relocation and any compensation to the affected people whatsoever. The
Strategic Alliance formed by BELA will observe the day on 20 February, 2020 and shall arrange
a press conference on that very day to be followed by a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) seeking
relocation, rehabilitation and compensation.
C. Legal Aid and Assistance
This year, BELA has received 4 judgments and has filed 11 new Writ Petitions (10 under the
Sida Project and 1 under German Project) in all of which positive interim orders have been
obtained. Additionally, BELA has also drafted 2 (two) more legal cases that for strategic
reasons, will be filed later in February/March, 2020. The Judgments have certainly addressed
critical issues of governance in the sectors of water, forest & waste management. Considering
the importance of the issues, two cases have been kept “Continuing Mandamus” meaning
even if Judgments have been pronounced the cases will continue for follow up & monitoring.
In addition to cases filed, 5 legal notices have been issued for new cases while 8
contempt/concern notices have been served for following up of previous Orders/Judgments.
The list of such notices is given in Annexure “2”.
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1. Judgments
i. Ship Breaking is Continuing in Violation of Laws, National and International (W.P. No. 8466
of 2017)
The import, beaching, breaking permissions given by the various ministries of the Government
in favour of a radiated contaminated Vessel have been declared illegal by the High Court. The
vessel owned by the Danish shipping giant MAERSK was sold to a Bangladeshi ship breaker
Janata Steel Mills for breaking purposes. The importing ship breaker has previous records of
deaths in his yard while the exporter, with assistance from the cash buyers who aid the process
of obtaining false documentations, has flouted all international laws with regard to disclosure
of waste flow of the vessel. As the Danish newspaper DANWATCH reported on such dubious
deal of the giant shipping company, BELA took up the issue and challenged the failure of the
government agencies in preventing the entry of the vessel to Bangladesh in false pretext and
on the basis of false and manipulated documents. BELA relied on the assessments done by
Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission (BAEC), Bangladesh Atomic Energy Regulatory
Authority (BAERA) and Mega Port Initiative (MPI) that all certified that the vessel contains
radiation about permissible limits and that Bangladesh has no capacity to deal with the vessel.
The extremely contentious case was finally won by BELA.
The Court on 14 November, 2019 declared all
permissions given for importing, beaching and scrapping
of the radiation‐contaminated vessel North Sea Producer
(subsequently renamed as MT Producer) as illegal. The
Court further directed that no ship can be imported and

Every
domestic
and
international law is being
violated in conducting the ship
breaking operation
‐

High Court

beached at the ship‐breaking yards violating the conditions of environmental clearance,
adding that every domestic and international law is being violated in conducting the ship
breaking operation.
For the first time, the HC ruled that the buyers and the agencies (all international) that certify
whether the ships are free from contamination and hazardous wastes must be listed and
controlled strictly by amending relevant laws. Further, steps will have to be taken to regulate
the import of ships from the countries that operate ships in violation of international laws
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Steps will have to be taken to regulate the import of
ships from the countries that operate ships in
violation of international laws (called “grey” or
“black” flagged countries).
‐

High Court

(called “grey” or “black” flagged
countries) such as Comoros, Palau,
Cambodia, Tanzania, Vanuatu, St.
Kitts and Nevis, Belize, Cook
Islands, Sierra Leone, and Togo and
so on.

DoE has been directed not to allow any import and beaching of any ship for breaking without
getting complete and detailed information about their waste. DoE has also been directed to
realize Janata Steel Corporation to
compensate

for

polluting

the

environment

by

violating

the

No permission on import and beaching of any
ship for breaking without getting complete and
detailed information about their waste.

conditions of the environmental

‐ High Court

clearance.
Considering that the vessel in question has
already been beached and have been
partially dismantled, the Court asked the
Health Physics and Radioactive Waste
Management Unit (HPRWMU) of BAEC to
adopt an action plan to complete 100
percent scrutiny of the contamination and
wastes in the MT Producer. The breaking
of the vessel was also permitted under the
supervision of BAEC, BAERA and MPI and
in the presence of a senior scientist.
Janata Steel Corporation, which imported
the ship, was directed to bear the cost of
scrutinising,

but

was

barred

from

participating in the dismantling process.
The HC bench of Justice Syed Refaat
Ahmed and Justice Md Salim came up with

News coverage: 19th of November 2019,
NGO Shipbreaking Platform

the verdict.
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Press release by Human Rights at Sea on 19th November, 2019

ii. Government to Declare Potia Upazila as Water Stress Area (W.P. No. 440 of 2015)
Extraction of ground water by 8 (eight) water intensive industries in Potia Upazilla of
Chittagong district led to severe shortage of drinking water in four villages of the said Upazilla.
Around 30,000 residents of these four villages were not getting safe water, as around 350
tube‐wells in the areas went out of order due to withdrawal of ground water by eight factories
that included textiles, paper mills, mineral water processing units, and food manufacturing
units.
In a rare move, the HC on 26 November, 2019 ordered the Government to arrange supply of
potable and household water for the
and

Arrange supply of potable and household water
for the villagers of four identified water stress
villages of Potia.

Habilashdweep. The HC has directed the

‐ High Court

villagers of the four villages namely
Charkanai,

Hulaine,

Panchuria

authorities concerned to continue supply
of potable and household water to the
The Government has to decide whether
the villages will be declared Water Stress
area within 3 (three) months time from
26 November, 2019
‐ High Court

villagers of Charkanai, Hulaine, Panchuria and
Habilashdweep villages until the Government
decides whether the villages will be declared
Water Stress area which has to be done in 3
(three) months time from the date of the

judgment.
The PIL was the first case to be filed under the Water Act, 2013 and the direction for
declaration of Water Stress Area was also the first in the judicial history that would essentially
require the Government to bring the areas under special management so as to recharge the
ground water level of the villages. This will have wider implications for many more areas where
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commercial use of water is depriving communities of water needed for drinking and
household work. If Potia is declared Water Stress Area, then potable water and water for
household and hygiene shall get highest priority while industrial use shall be in serial 9 (nine)
of allowed uses. The High Court was shown a video on the miseries of people faced with water
scarcity, a rare thing for the HC to allow in a constitutional hearing.
The HC bench of Justice Tariq‐ul‐Hakim and Justice Md. Shohrowardi asked the authorities
concerned to stop withdrawal of ground water at the four villages in Potia and not to allow
setting up of any “red” category of industries in that area. DoE has also been directed to
ensure the functioning of Effluent Treatment Plants (ETPs) of all industries and to report on
the same every 3 (three) months.
The bench came up with the orders following a PIL filed by BELA. The case will be treated a
continuing mandamus for future follow up.
iii. Protecting Forest and Forest Dwellers (W.P. No. 1834 of 2010)
The unique Sal forest in the middle of the Country stretching from Tangail to Mymensing and
spreading over an area of around 44 thousand acres is under serious threat of disappearance.
The forest partly recognized as National Park and partly as Reserve Forest have been
indiscriminately encroached upon by private entities without any effective resistance from the
Forest Department. Part of the Forest has also been converted for afforestation programs with
commercial species causing serious damage to its pristine ecology and biodiversity. Above all,
the grabbing and commercial utilization of the Forest and the declaration of the same as
Reserve Forest or National Park without settling the rights of the Garo tribals (forest
communities) led to tenural insecurity causing further damage to the forest. The 44 thousand
acre forest is now barely surviving over 3 thousand acres!
In a PIL field by BELA seeking restoration of the forest and settlement and recognition of the
forest rights of the Garo tribal (8630 families), the Government took a very stern stand as they
consider such moves against the sovereignty of the State. After prolonged hearing which was
deferred for more than a year for the Attorney General to prepare and make his submissions,
the Special Bench hearing the case finally decided the case in favour of BELA on 28 August,
2019.
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The Division Bench of the High Court comprising Ms. Justice Farah Mahbub and Mr. Justice S.
The Government to form a committee to
resolve issues around forest rights and
develop an action plan for restoration of
the forest.

M.

Maniruzzaman

declared

the

case

a

continuing mandamus while the Government
have been directed to form a committee to
resolve issues around forest rights and develop
an action plan for restoration of the forest.

The judgment was given orally and BELA is yet to know the exact directions that will be only
know when the judgment is available in writing.
iv. Protection of Notified Forest of Uttar Salimpur (W.P. No. 4901 of 2019)
The Petition was filed to protect the Notified Coastal Forest of Uttar Salimpur Mouza under
Sitakunda Police Station, Chattogram, from construction of a ship breaking yard therein. Upon
final hearing the High Court Bench comprising Justice Moyeenul Islam Chowdhury and Justice
Khandaker Diliruzzaman on 02 January, 2020 passed Judgment and observed that any notified
forest area, no matter whether it is
declared reserved forest or not, cannot
be allocated or leased for any purpose
that damages the Country’s forest. With
this observation, the Court declared
illegal a lease agreement under which
the

Deputy

Commissioner

of

Chattogram issued the lease of 7.1 acre
notified forest area at Uttar Salimpur in
Shitakunda to a ship breaking yard
namely BBC Steel. The Court directed
the authorities to stop all activities for
Coverage of the HC Order, The Daily Star, 3rd
January, 2020

making the ship breaking yard at
notified forest areas.

2. Cases Filed
BELA has filed 10 cases in the reporting period with SIDA grant and 1 case with under the
German grant that have mostly addressed grievances of people affected by unplanned
urbanization, industrial pollution, wetland fill up, river pollution, encroachment of public park
and so on. The other issues chosen for the PILs are of great national importance while some
of these have global implication and also international dimension. While protection of forest
17

land from contrary use is of great significance for a climate change hit country like Bangladesh,
the case on single use plastic is of global significance. Similarly, the case of Round up and
pesticide in general has international implication as the wrongdoer is a global actor with huge
influence internationally. Such a case, if successful, will create global sensation and lead to
both global and local actions.
i. Protection of Forests, Forests Lands and Trees (W. P. No. 2546 of 2019)
On the face of Government decision to implement as many as five projects in national forest
area with sharply differing compensatory afforestation schemes, the Petition has been filed
to protect the remaining forest lands, forest cover and trees of the Country from conversion
and adverse/contrary use. Following the petition, the High Court issued a show cause notice
(Rule) asking the concerned authorities of the Government to show cause as to why forest
conversion shall not be banned till uniform legal standards for objective and impartial social
and environmental impact assessment, payment of adequate compensation for loss of forest
lands, eco‐system and trees, and compensatory afforestation are developed.
On 11 March, 2019 the High Court has also issued an injunction restraining the Government
from felling trees for implementing different development projects in the forests and forest
lands across the Country for next six months. The Court also directed the authorities
concerned to make a time‐bound action plan for protecting the forests and forest lands and
submit the plan before it within six months.
ii. Regulating Use of Carcinogenic Pesticides, in particular, Roundup of Monsanto (W. P. No.
14614 of 2019)
The Petition has been filed to effectively regulate use, import etc. of pesticides and to cancel
the registration and license of Glyphosate‐based pesticides including Roundup and to
promote safer alternatives to Glyphosate‐based pesticides. The High Court Division on 05
January, 2020 directed the Government to submit in 90 days a Plan of Action to substitute
the use of hazardous weed killer herbicide brand Roundup and to create mass awareness
about hazardous effects of Glyphosate‐contained pesticides brands including Roundup by
regularly disseminating the information in print and electronic media.
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Following the petition, the High Court issued a show
cause notice asking the concerned authorities of the
Government to explain in eight weeks why they
would not be directed to create an independent
commission to monitor the effects of the use of
pesticides on public health and the environment. The
Court has asked the Government to explain why the
license and registration given by it to import and use
Glyphosate‐contained

weed

killer

pesticides

including Roundup would not be declared illegal.
Coverage of the Order, New Age,
6th January, 2020

The Government is to also explain why it would not
be directed to cancel the registration and the license

for importing and distributing weed killers containing Glyphosate.3

3
For other new coverage in different newspaper please browse the following links:
The Daily Star: https://www.thedailystar.net/city/news/glyphosate‐containing‐pesticides‐form‐action‐plan‐
phase‐it‐out‐hc‐1850137
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iii. Regulating Polythene and Single Use Plastic (SUP (W.P. No. 14941 of 2019)
The Petition has been
filed

to

regulate

indiscriminate

use,

production,

sale,

marketing,

stocking,

distribution,

import,

trade

etc.

of

polythene/plastic bags
and single‐use plastics.
The High Court on 06
January, 2020 directed
the

authorities

concerned

of

the

Government to ban
single‐use

plastic

products in the coastal
areas
hotels,

and
motels

and

restaurants across the
Country in next one
year. The single‐use
plastic products of the
Country

include

drinking straws, cotton
buds, food packaging,
food

containers,

News Coverage in Reuters, 6th of January, 2020

bottles, plates, plastic
cutlery and plastic bags. The Court has ordered the Government to strictly enforce the legal
ban on polythene bags across the Country through proper monitoring.
The Government is to report back compliance on 05 January, 2021.4
4

For other new coverage in different newspaper please browse the following links:
New York Times: https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/01/06/world/asia/06reuters‐

bangladesh‐environment‐plastic.html
Yahoo Finance: https://finance.yahoo.com/news/bangladesh‐court‐orders‐government‐ban‐
single‐plastics‐142429280.html
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iv. Protecting School Playground (W. P. No. 8307 of 2019)
The Petition has been filed for restoration, protection and maintenance of the playing field of
Banani Bidyaniketon, Banani Residential Area, Dhaka which the school authority is planning
to convert for construction of a new school building.
The High Court on 28 July, 2019 issued a show cause notice asking the Government agencies
to explain their failure in preventing the attempted unauthorized construction in the Playing
Field and also directed the school authority to immediately stop all works connected with
construction works in the Playing Field.
v. Pollution by an Agro Company (W. P. No. 8111 of 2019)
The Petition has been filed against unlawful setting up and hazardous operation of an Agro
Complex Limited in a village of Raipura Upazilla under Narsingdi District. On the basis of
community application for legal assistance, BELA filed this PIL.
The High Court on 28 July, 2019 issued a show cause notice asking the Government agencies
as to why they shall not be directed to ensure relocation of the said Factory in industrial area
with appropriate pollution fighting devices. The High Court also directed the respondents
concerned to restrain from producing and packaging of poultry and fish feed on the case
property and to submit compliance reports on 22.08.2019.
vi. Protection of Cox`s Bazar Sea Beach (W.P. No. 13747 of 2019)
The Petition has been filed for the protection of hills/hillocks of Cox`s Bazar Sadar,
Maheskhali, Teknaf, Ramu, Chakaria, Ukhiya and Pekua Upazillas of Cox’s Bazar District from
cutting and razing and for protection, conservation, and management of the Cox’s Bazar Sea
Beach (the longest unbroken sea beach of the World stretching 120 kilometer) from
hazardous and unauthorized structures, pollution being caused by sewage and other wastes
of the surrounding hotels/markets/ households; indiscriminate dumping of polythene bags
and single used plastics, and unregulated tourism.

The Daily Star: https://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/ban‐single‐use‐plastics‐in‐bangladesh‐

1850530
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The petition has been filed against hazardous operation on 705 hotels etc. with no sewage
plant and are discharging their wastes into the beach via a nearby river. It has also challenged
the decision of the Cabinet Division to construct a 10‐storied circuit house in the ‘No‐
Development Zone’ of the beach. It has also brought to judicial attention the grossly
inadequate waste management by the Cox’s Bazar Paurashava (local Government agent)
leading to extremely unhygienic state of the tourist capital of the Country. The inactions of
the Government agencies to protect the hills and hilly forests of Cox’s Bazar that are
continuously being razed and cleared from development purposes have also been
questioned.
The High Court on 09 December, 2019 issued a show cause notice asking the authorities
concerned to explain in three months why they should not be directed to demolish the
structures illegally set up on the sea beach in Cox’s Bazar. The Court also asked the
respondents to show cause as to why their failure to stop pollution of the sea, dumping
wastage and use of disposable plastic products should not be declared illegal. The Court
further asked the respondents to explain why the Government decision to construct a 10‐
storied circuit house in the reserved areas of Cox’s Bazar should not be declared unlawful.
vii. Protection of a Historical Wetland of Feni District (W.P. No.14449 of 2019)
The Petition has been filed to protect a historical wetland of Feni District measuring 15.64
acres from unlawful and unauthorized filling up. The wetland known as Mohammed Ali Deeghi
has importance for the local people as it provides them with water for essentials and also helps
the drainage. Part of the Deeghi was purchased by a private University that started to fill it up
against which the local community people approached BELA for legal assistance. Hence this PIL.
The High Court on 17 December, 2019 issued show cause notice upon concerned
Government agencies asking as to why their failure to protect, restore and conserve
“Mohammed Ali Deeghi” of Feni Sadar Upazilla, Feni District from unauthorized earth‐filling
should not be declared unlawful, without lawful authority, and against public interest and
why the respondents should not be directed to protect the historic “Mohammed Ali Deeghi”
from unauthorized filling up, restore its filled up part to original position, conserve the same
in the best interest of the people, and punish the wrongdoers under section 7 of the
Environment Conservation Act, 1995.
The High Court also has issued status quo on filling up of the said wetland for two months.
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viii. Protection of Icchamoti River from Encroachments and Pollution (W.P. No.107
of 2020)
The Petition has been filed to restore the 84 kilometers of the Icchamoti River flowing through
the Pabna District by demarcating the river bank as per Cadastral Survey (CS) map and to protect
the said River by removing all encroachments and by restraining the polluters. Relying on a list
of 285 encroachers prepared by the office of the Deputy Commissioner and also on the basis
of a report prepared by the DoE on pollution of the River, the PIL has been filed to activate
the Government agencies against the wrongdoers.
The High Court on 12 January, 2020 issued show cause asking the authorities as to why
the 84 kilometer Ichamati river land area should not be declared as Ecologically Critical
Area. In the same rule, the High Court has also asked why the Government should not
be directed to take protective measures against the polluters and encroachers after
making the river free from them as per the CS land survey. Further, the concerned
authorities have been directed to submit a report along with the list of encroachers
and polluters of Pabna’s Ichamati River land area within 90 days.
ix. Protection of a Historical Park of Jhenaidah District (12440 of 2019)
The petition has been filed for restoration, protection and maintenance of a Public Park
situated in Jhenaidah Paurashava under Jhenaidah District from illegal construction of a
market thereon by the Paurshava itself.
The High Court on 11 November, 2019 issued show cause asking respondents as to why
they should not be directed to restore, protect and maintain the aforesaid park in its original
position. The High Court also directed the respondents concerned to restrain from
constructing of a multi‐storied building in the said Park.
x. Protection of Flood Flow Zone (W.P. No. 1993 of 2019)
The petition has been filed to conserve 615.81 acres of Water Retention Pond (acquired by
LA Case No.09/99‐2000) situated in Digun and Bounia Mouzas under Mirpur Police Station,
and Boro Kakor Mouza under Savar Police Station of Dhaka District from being filled up for
rehabilitating/resettling people affected by acquisition of their land for the “Support to Dhaka
Elevated Expressway PPP” Project.
On 31 March, 2019 the High Court issued a Rule Nisi calling upon the respondents to show
cause as to why their failure in protecting the Retention Pond and why the decision dated
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06.04.2014 taken by the inter‐ministerial committee to transfer from the retention pond
40.00 acres of land for rehabilitation/resettlement of people affected by acquisition of their
lands for the “Support to Dhaka Elevated Expressway PPP” Project should not be declared
illegal and why the respondents should not be directed to restore the fill up portion of the
above mentioned retention pond to its original position.
Subject to disposal of the case, the respondents were also injuncted from further filling up of
the retention pond in question. On 7 July, 2019 the Chamber Judge of the Appellate Division
(AD) stayed the Order of the High Court virtually allowing land filling. Subsequently, the
appeal was heard by full bench of the AD that allowed the stay of the Chamber Judge but
injuncted against any further filling up of the retention pond till disposal of the case by the
High Court Division.
xi. Protection of notified forest of Uttar Salimpur (WP. No. 4901 of 2019)
The case against setting up of ship breaking yard in coastal forest (W.P. No. 4901 of 2019) has
been reported under the heading “Judgments”.
3. Cases Followed‐up
In this reporting period, the following applications, supplementary affidavits, appeals (in the
form of C.M.P‐ an interim appeal filed when copy of Order is not available, C.P‐ an interim
appeal filed with copy of Order, C.A‐ final appeal) affidavits in reply were filed as follow up of
pending cases.
a.

An application for Addition of Party in W.P. No. 2564/2019 filed for the protection of
forests, forest lands and trees of the Country;

b.

Supplementary affidavit in W.P No. 14614 of 2019 filed for regulating the use and
import of carcinogenic pesticides (Roundup of Monsanto) in the Country;

c.

Several applications in W.P No. 1683 of 2014 filed for protecting the agricultural
lands, low lands, parts of the Meghna River and water body in Pirojpur Union,
Sonargaon Upazilla, Narayangonj from contrary use and illegal earth filling;

d.

Final Judgment obtained in Civil Appeal No. 253‐256/2009 and for the first time a mega
housing project (Modhumoti Model Town of Metro Makers and Developers in Amin
Bazar of Savar) was declared illegal and the wetland protection law invoked to direct
removal of earth from the filled in 550 acres of flood flow zone was in 2005 in a BELA
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case. The case was finally decided in favour of BELA in 2019 when the review of the
mighty developer was dismissed by the Appellate Division.
Contempt and concern notices have been served for compliance with the Judgment;
e.

An Application for Vacating the Order of Stay and paper book submitted in Writ
Petition No. 1993/2019 filed for the protection of a Water Retention Pond of Uttara
from filling up for Government Project;

f.

An application for direction in W.P No. 8098/2013 filed for the protection of Forest
and wetland from Government Housing Project namely “Purbachal New Town
Project”;

g.

An application for direction in W.P No. 891/94 filed for relocation of tanneries from
Hazaribag to Savar;

h.

Affidavit‐in‐Reply in W.P No. 8307 of 2019 filed to protect of a playing field of Banani;

i.

Affidavit‐in‐Reply filed in W.P No. 16898 of 2017 filed for protection and restoration
of 50 canals of Dhaka;

j.

Earlier Order has been extended in W.P No. 1925 of 2018 filed against unauthorized
sands and earth filling in farmers’ lands, wetland (Manikhali Canal) and part of
Meghna River by one Polimar and Semi Tubes Company Limited in Baidderhat
Mouza under Sonargaon Upazilla, Narayangonj;

k.

Earlier Order has been extended in W.P No. 14306/2018 filed against unauthorized
Construction of markets on the No Development Zone and Ecological Critical Area
(ECA) in Cox`s Bazar Sea Beach Area;

l.

Earlier Order has been extended in W.P No. 10553 of 2014 filed for protecting the
Kirtankhola River from illegal and indiscriminate sand extraction, Barishal;

m.

Earlier Order has been extended in W.P No. 16027 of 2018 filed for protection of a
canal namely Bharani Khal from encroachments situated in Barguna Paurshova
under Barguna District;

n.

An application for addition of party in W.P. No. 5109 of 2018 filed against unlawful
setting up of brick field in agricultural lands in Lohaghora Upazilla, Narail District;

o.

Applications, affidavit‐in‐reply in W.P No. 7260 of 2008 filed against entry of
hazardous vessels to the Country for dismantling, a landmark judgment of 2009 led
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to the framing of Rules and parent law on the subject Radiant ship breaking yards
in Bangladesh;
p.

Applications, Affidavit‐in‐Reply, Written Statement filed and Judgment obtained in
W.P No. 440 of 2015 that has been filed to prevent unauthorized and indiscriminate
extraction of ground water for industrial and commercial purposes by 8 (eight) water
intensive industries of Potiya Upazila, Chittagong;

q.

Earlier Order has been extended in W.P No.2245 of 2015 filed for protection of Sorai
and Dholu Khals from Sand indiscriminate Extraction of Lohagara Upazilla under
Chattogram District;

r.

Earlier Order has been extended in W.P No. 7483 of 2012 filed for protecting the
Notified Mangrove Forest from Shrimp cultivation.

s.

Earlier Order extended in W.P 10291 of 2016 filed for protection of Laldighi of Cox`s
bazar from filling up;

t.

Affidavit‐in‐reply in W.P No. 4901/2019 filed for protection of Notified Coastal Forest
of Uttar Salimpur, Chattogarm from buildup a ship breaking yard therein;

u.

Earlier Order has been extended in W.P 3693/2016 filed against a Brick field that was
operating in Forest land of Fatikchhari Upazilla of Chattagram District;

v.

Civil Appeal (CA) and Civil Petition for Leave to Appeal (CP) have been filed in W.P
No. 9094 of 2015 that sought relief against purported attempts to clear the
compensation money for acquisition of hills when there is bar on cutting of the hills
in question, BELA lost the case in the High Court and hence has filed an appeal;

w.

CP in W.P No. 3604 of 2013 filed against construction of a Building in Car Parking
Place, BELA lost the case in the High Court and hence has filed an appeal;

x.

Earlier Order has been extended and Contempt Notice has been served in W.P No.
4793 of 2018 filed against a Brick field that was operating in agricultural land,
Satbaria Jashore;

y.

Affidavit‐in‐Reply in W.P. No. 1044 of 2012 filed for protection of Community Based
Fisheries of Sunamganj District;

z.

Several applications for addition of party in WP No. 4958 of 2009 and 10703 of 2011
filed for the protection of Dawky, Piain and Dhala River from stone extraction and for
declaration if the rivers as ECA;
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aa.

Several applications for addition of party, earlier order has been extended and
Concern Notice has been served in W.P No. 7431/2013 filed for protection of
Dobajan Chalti River from illegal extraction of sands and stones

bb. Earlier Order has been extended in WP No. 161/2017 filed for the protection of
Surma River from Sand Extraction;
cc.

Earlier Order has been extended in W.P. No. 14987 of 2018 filed against unlawful
sand extraction from Kushiara River, Sylhet leading to erosion of nearby farmers’
lands, homesteads and important structures

dd. An application seeking compensation for the families of 183 dead workers and for
around 60 injured workers has been filed in W.P. No. 7260 of 2008 (a continuing
mandamus). Subsequently, more

Shipbreaking Yards: High Court seeks reports
on accidents, measures
https://www.thedailystar.net/city/news/shi
pbreaking‐yards‐high‐court‐seeks‐reports‐
accidents‐measures‐1829593
HC seeks report on action over 183
shipbreaking workers’ death
http://www.newagebd.net/article/91168/h
c‐seeks‐report‐on‐action‐over‐183‐
shipbreaking‐workers‐death

applications had to be filed as,
during pendency of hearing of the
original

application,

casualties

happened.

more
On
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November, 2019 the HC directed
the Government to submit reports
on accidents and measures taken.

D. Trainings
In a bid to create awareness, build capacity and strengthen network, the following trainings
have been conducted in the reporting period.
1. Training for Cross Sectoral Organizations
A 5 day‐long Training on ‘Environment and Environmental Law’ was organized from 08‐12
December 2019. The training was attended by 22 participants (male 17; female 5)‐ 7
academicians, 5 Government officials, 6 civil society representatives, and 6 students of post‐
graduation level.
The main objectives of the training are to disseminate theoretical and practical knowledge on
environment and ecology and strengthen networking.
The training offered 16 lectures covering the followings:


Global and National Perspective on Environment



Global Warming and Climate Change: Impact on Bangladesh
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Climate Finance: Legal & Policy Responses



Water Related Issues and Environment Conservation



Forest Issues, Bio‐diversity & Habitat



Food Security and Trends in Agriculture



Issues in the Energy Sector: Role of Law



People’s Energy Policy & Myths and Realities of Foreign Direct Investment



Gender and Environment



Disaster Management: Bangladesh Perspective



Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)



Urban Development: Plans and Codes



Waste Management: Breaking the Plastic Cycle



International Water Law



Institutional Framework, Policies & Strategy on Environment Management and Role
of Department of Environment and



Environmental Legal Activism.

Besides class room learning sessions, a field visit was arranged at Gheor, Manikganj to expose
the participants with various modes of natural agriculture farming through hand on exercise.
The trainees learnt about chemical free farming, its necessity and benefits.
During the field visit a nationwide campaign strategy to protect agricultural land and saving
rivers was also developed by the trainees and the BELA fellows.
2. Judicial Training Workshop for Judicial Officials
A day long training on ‘Environment, Environmental Law and Justice’ was organized on 16
November, 2019 in collaboration with the Judicial Administration Training Institute (JATI) and
the same was attended by a total of 45 newly appointed Assistant Judges (male 34; female
11). The objective was to facilitate a process of learning about environmental concerns and
the corresponding regulatory regime that addresses the issues of environmental justice.
The training course had four technical sessions as follows:


International & National Perspective on Environment



Environmental Administration



Functions of Environment Court



Environmental Justice: Role of the Judiciary & Lawyers.
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Honorable Justice of the High Court Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh Justice
Moyeenul Islam Chowdhury; renowned environmental expert & Professor Emeritus, BRAC
University Dr. Ainun Nishat; Mr. Md. Goalm Kibria, Senior District Judge, Director (Training),
JATI; Mr. Muhammad Munir Chowdhury, Director General, National Museum of Science and
Technology, Dhaka (former Director, DoE); Dr. Mallick Anwar Hossain, Additional Director
General, DoE and Mr. Akbar Hossain Mirdha, Judge (District & Sessions Judge), Environment
Appeal Court, Dhaka were present as resource persons for the training.
3. Capacity Building Training for BELA Fellows
A day long training on ‘Gender & Environment’ was organised on 24th November 2019. The
program was facilitated by an academician Dr. Ainun Nahar, Professor, Department of
Anthropology, Jahangir Nagar University and an NGO Practitioner Ms. Sanjida Ahmed, Deputy
Program Manager, BRAC. 18 BELA staff (male 11; female 7) participated in the training. The
objective was to develop theoretical and conceptual understanding of BELA staff on gender;
interlinking of gender & environment from the perspective of natural resource management,
pollution and conservation and climate justice. The training is expected to help the BELA team
mainstreams gender issue within the organisation and in program planning and
implementation.
4. Training Workshop on Environmental Human Rights Defender (EHRD)
BELA has organized two regional EHRD Training Workshop in the year 2019 for national
Environmental Human Rights Defenders (EHRD). The first training was organized on 28‐30
April, 2019 in Khulna and the second one on 26‐28 May, 2019 in Dhaka. With a participation
of total 54 participants (male 46; female 8), these training were organized to strengthen the
capacity of grassroot level EHRDs and organizations to protect themselves against repressive
actions of state and non‐state actor; and increase the access of EHRDs at risk to national,
regional and international solidarity mechanism and to better access, protection and justice.
Besides having basic knowledge, the training participants gathered practical knowledge on
mapping of environmental disputes, actors and do stakeholder analysis; adopt digital security
measures; plan monitoring and documentation; strengthen networking and solidarity and so
on.
Funder: Friends of the Earth, International
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E. Networking
BELA has been operating at the
Status of BELA Network
grassroot levels with support from
its network members who were
primarily selected from the trainees Number of network groups: 7
of BELA. Over times, leaders of Total member: 150
communities who have received
support from BELA and also Geographical coverage: 32 districts of 8 divisions
professionals whose support BELA Major Professional Categories: Journalists, teachers,
received have also joined the lawyers, NGO practitioners, service holders,
informal network and supported community leaders, home makers, students
BELA in identifying local level issues,
do follow up of cases and also
establish liaison with local level public actors.
Under the Sida supported project, BELA is working intensively to make the network formation
process more organized and systematic. To give a formal shape to the network, BELA already
completed 6 (six) network coordination meetings at all six divisional levels where it operates.
In these meetings, it engaged the probable network members in brainstorming sessions to
list the environmental concerns of their areas and then to prioritize those with some probable
action items. This mapping will be put in a national mapping and will help BELA in minimizing
pressures from local level vested quarters in dealing with sensitive environment disputes.
By now, guidelines for the network members has been developed with their active
participation. The guidelines have stated the aims and objectives of the Network, the process
of formation of the network, the minimum requirements in becoming a member, expected
roles of the members, and some do’s and don’ts.
Currently, the Network has registered 150 network members who are representing 32
different districts of all the 8 (eight) divisions of the country. Continuous support is being
received from the network members in arranging local level programs such as community
consultations, beneficiary feedback meetings, issue based discussions, field visits, focus group
discussions (FGD) and so on. Besides, in areas where BELA has no direct presence, the network
members are taking up activities to boost up the community and to activate the local level
players. Most importantly, BELA is receiving most updated information on issues it is
advocating on, like compliance/non‐compliance with court orders, decisions taken by the
local level public agencies, response of local level media on given issues.
BELA is now working to establish a direct and instant communication mechanism with all its
network members at one given time. Upon completion of the process, BELA wishes to
capacitate the members on latest environment concerns by arranging webinars, video
conferences and online trainings as well.
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F. Digital Outreach
To engage more pro‐environment people with its activities, BELA has opened a Facebook page
where photos of events, judgments, court orders, summary of press releases, documentaries
and interviews are being shared on regular basis. This social media presence is proving to be
useful as not only BELA disseminating its activities and creating opinions in favour of issues
through it but it also is receiving complaints and also interests from diverse groups about its
works. Students are expressing their interest to work with BELA as intern. One of these
students have recently been engaged to do some documentation for BELA that can be used
as campaign tools.
Based on community complaint registered through social media, BELA has recently conducted
a fact finding field visit in Dulahazra Safari Park in Cox’s Bazar area where at least eight brick
kilns are operating illegally using woods from the reserve forest as fuel and soil from
agricultural land and nearby hills as raw material. One person from Singapore has shared
videos and photos of illegal land grabbing by a real estate company in his village in Savar.
The website of BELA has been enriched. Digital contents such as documentaries, digital
posters, and online version of publications are being posted on the website. A dedicated
group of BELA staff are regularly consulting the website developer and providing it with
necessary information to update the website and make it more user friendly. Options like
receiving complaints, event count down and many more are going to be included in the new
version of website.
G. Exercising Right to Information
In the reporting period a total of 38 applications were filed under the Right to Information
Act, 2009. The applications include issues that are extremely contentious as well as issues
about which complaints from communities were received by BELA. The contentious issues
include research findings on Golden Rice, EIA report of 'Installation of Single‐Point Mooring
with Double Pipeline' project of Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC), site selection
criteria from private economic zones with a clear list of areas where setting up of private
economic zones have been authorized. The Bangladesh Economic Zone Authority (BEZA) was
also requested to answer how it was ensuring that agricultural lands are not being used for
economic zones and that private economic zones are only being setup in fallow land. In
addition, information was also sought against polluting industries operating in different parts
of the Country and leading to community grievances.
A list of RTI applications is given in Annexure “3”.
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H. Study
In this reporting period, one study on the probable impact of Rampal coal based power plant
and other infrastructure development projects on the Sundarbans, world’s largest mangrove
Forest, has been conducted. Brief note on the study is given below.
Sundarbans: On Verge of Development Disaster
Covering around one million hectares of river delta in Bangladesh and India, the Sundarbans
supports around a quarter of a million people who depend directly on the forest and its
waterways for their household income, while another 3.5 million rely on the forest in relation
to their lives and livelihoods more generally.
This vast wetland is home to an extensive range of species, including many that are
endangered. This is recognised as a UNESCO World Heritage Site because of its national and
international importance for biodiversity conservation. Notable species of the Forest include
the endangered Royal Bengal Tiger, Ganges River Dolphins, Irrawaddy Dolphins and river
turtles.
As the Governments of Bangladesh and India are building a 1,320 MW coal‐fired power plant
at Rampal, just 14km north of the Sundarbans in the name of Maitree Super Thermal Power
Project which is being setup by Bangladesh India Friendship Power Company Limited, national
environmental groups and also UNESCO have vehemently opposed and criticized the project
saying it would eventually destroy the Forest and its wetland eco‐system recognized as
RAMSAR site under the 1971 Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance
(Ramsar, Iran, 1971).
When in operation, the power plant is feared to have extensive negative impacts on air and
water quality, forest and riverine biodiversity of the area. According to the Reactive
Monitoring Mission to The Sundarbans World Heritage property (Bangladesh) of UNESCO5 the
probable serious environmental impacts of Rampal coal‐fired power plant shall be arisen from
air and water pollution, significant increase in shipping and dredging, and removal of fresh
water from already increasingly saline environment. The company of India assigned to build
the plant in Rampal, National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC), is frequently accused of fly
ash spillage the last of which took place on 6 October, 2019 at Singrauli district of Madhyoa

5

The mission was conducted by the UNESCO World Heritage Centre and the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), took place from 22 to 28 March 2016, which was suggested by the World
Heritage Committee in its 39th session in 2015 (Bonn, Germany).
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Preadesh in India causing severe environmental damages and serious tensions in the
community.
It is due to this power plant project of the Government that Rampal is witnessing more and
more industries numbering around 190 that include extremely polluting units6 like cement
manufacturing plants, liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) plants, gas cylinder manufacturers, oil
refineries, betel nut processing plants, ship building factories, automatic rice husking mills,
saw mills, brick kilns, cigarette manufacturing plants, ice factories, fish farms, hatcheries, crab
farms, saline water refineries and an iron welding factory.
In implementing the thermal plant, local communities have already experienced human rights
abuses. Land acquisition for the project started in 2011 and 4,000 families have thus far been
displaced. Local people complain that they have been forcibly evicted and their houses were
burned down, while they received minimal compensation. The land acquisition took place
before the EIA was conducted which means environment was neglected & the official
requirements were exhausted simply to legalize the project.
Following resistance from national and international environmental groups and also UNESCO
the Government has abandoned its second phase of the Maitree Super Thermal Power
Project. It, however, is pursuing with the construction of the first phase that UNESCO
subjected to Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The Government will have to submit
this SEA report on 1 February, 2020 to the World Heritage Committee which will be examined
by the Committee in its 44th session7. Based on SEA report the committee might inscribe the
Sundarbans on the list of UNESCO ‘World’s Heritage Sites in Danger’.
The study has recommended scrapping of the Maitree Super Thermal Power Project and has
called for removal of all other newly setup industries & economic ventures from Rampal.
3. Conclusion and Way Forward
As evident from above, there has not been significant deviation in implementation of the
Project. The activities that could not be completed in the first 10 months mainly due to save
some money to allow BELA to operate in January and February, 2020, have all been carried
forward in 2020 and shall be completed as soon as money is available. A list of deviated
6

Around 24 of total industries could spell danger to the Sundarbans as a “red category”, as well as its surrounding
water and land, 103 industries in orange (kha) category that is less dangerous while 63 others in orange (Ka)
category that is further less dangerous to the Sundarbans.
7
The 44th session of the World Heritage Committee shall be held from 19 June to 9 July, 2020 in Fuzhou, China.
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activities and Action Plan for 2020 incorporating all carried over activities are being annexed
as Annexure “4” and Annexure “5” respectively.
BELA is confident that the activities carried out as proposed have contributed to achieving the
goal and also the objectives and outcomes. New laws are being proposed to curb air pollution,
local actors are being made accountable through public events and PILs, stakeholders are
being strategically engaged to identify their problems and define solutions, affected
communities are being assisted and capacitated, new members for BELA network have been
identified and motivated, mismanagement of natural resources have been questioned and
directed to be rectified, people’s right to environment are being protected against arbitrary
action and inactions and so on.
While the initial months have ended on happy notes, it is important to mention few
challenges (both internal and external) that BELA faced in implementing the project and for
which appropriate mitigation measures and/or planning will be required in the upcoming
years. The main challenges can be spelled as follows:


Threats from vested quarters and risk of bad propaganda by their media houses



Hostility of administration and politics particularly in issues involving huge financial
interests (e.g., last moment cancellation of venue by the DC, Cox’s bazar for a public
hearing on Encroachment of Bakkhali river)



Risks for the BELA staff during the field work and risks for the affected communities



The ever increasing bulk of legal work is truly onerous for the small legal team



Finding trustworthy and qualified staff for key positions



Unsatisfactory gender balances in the events/programs



Non‐completion of the log‐frame exercise and the gender analysis



Delayed disbursement of fund.

It is hoped that the onwards journey will tackle some of the challenges mentioned above
while addressing the rest will depend on the overall governance and democratic scenario of
the Country.
Prepared and submitted by:

Syeda Rizwana Hasan
Chief Executive, BELA

34

Annexure 1

Sl.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
Sl.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS/COMMUNITY CONSULTATIONS (To inform communities about the Court
Orders/Judgments and to organize them for effective follow‐up)
Issues
Date
Venue/Division Participants
Bela office,
Hill cutting, Akbar Shah
16.10.2019
13 (F‐02, M‐11)
Chattogram
Dirgapur,
35 (F‐13, M‐22)
White clay Extraction
16.10.19
Netrokona
Sylhet City
26 (F‐07, M‐19)
Filling up of Mojumdary Dighi
13.10.2019
Corporation
Operation of stone crusher
14.10.2019
Sylhet
29 (F‐09, M‐20)
machine
Biswamberpur
Sand and stone extraction from
36 (F‐09, M‐27)
15.10.2019
Sunamganj
Dhopajan (Chalti) river
Modhupur,
30 (F‐10, M‐20)
Protection of Sal forest
23.10.2019
Tangail
Bogura
Protection of the Korotoa river
21.10.2019
Paurasova,
15
from encroachment and pollution
Bogura.
Hotel
Hill Cutting, Cox’s Bazar
13.11.2019
Shoibal,Cox’s
29 (F‐02, M‐27)
Bazar
Press club,
Protection of Bharani khal from
22
21.11.2019
Borguna
encroachment
Forced shrimp cultivation
27.11.2019
Dacop, Khulna
27 (F‐13, M‐14)
Motbaria,
Protection of Bhadura khal from
30
4.12.2019
Pirojpur
harmful embankment
Tahirpur,
Sand extraction from Jadukata
33 (F‐13, M‐20)
8.12.2019
Sunamganj
river
Avaynagar,
40 (F‐16, M‐24)
Court order against SAF Tannery
10.12.2019
Jashore
Potia,
Underground water extraction and
25 (F‐06, M‐19)
15.12.2019
Chattogram
industrial pollution
Sand extraction from Bangalee
24.12.2019
Dhunat, Bogura. 29 (F‐06, M‐23)
river
Sreepur,
Protection of Agricultural land
26.12.2019
26 (F‐4, M‐22)
Gazipur
Sonargaon,
42 (F‐10, M‐32)
Protection of Agricultural land
28.12.2019
Narayangonj
FOCUSED GROUP DISCUSSIONS (FGDs)
Issues
Date
Venue
Participants
Protection of Mathabhanga river
15.10.2019
Chuadanga
29
from encroachment and pollution
Harmful Effects of Eucalyptus and
21.10.2019
Sherpur, Bogura 29 (F‐01, M‐28)
Acacia Tree Plantation
Nalitabari,
Sand lifting from Challakhli and
26 (F‐ 7, M‐19)
23.10.2019
Sherpur
Bhoghai river
Challenges in municipal waste
27.10.2019
Kawnia, Barishal 26 (F‐6, M‐20)
management and way forward
Shorifpur,
28 (F‐3, M‐25)
Sand lifting from Brahmaputra river 5.11.2019
Jamalpur
Encroachment and pollution of
14.11.19
Cox’s Bazar
18 (F‐1, M‐17)
Cox’s Bazar Sea beach

35

7.

Sand lifting from Sangu river

19.11.19

8.

Sand extraction from Kushiara river

27.11.2019

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Sl.
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Sl.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
Sl.
1.

Sand extraction from Chhora/Tea
Garden
Pollution by Rashni Poly Fibrous
Industry
Protection of Chinguria khal from
encroachment and pollution
Pollution by industrial wastes
Protection of Pran Sai khal from
encroachment
Legal Assistance needed for the
Asbestos victims of ship breaking
industries

Bashkhali,
Chattogram
Fenchuganj,
Sylhet
Chunarughat,
Habiganj
Sreemongal,
Mowlovibazar
Kolapara,
Patuakhali
Rupgonj,
Narayangonj
Satkhira sadar,
Satkhira

28.11.2019
3.12.2019
7.12.2019
21.12.2019
24.12.2019

Shitakundo,
Chattogram

26.12.19

BENEFICIARY FEEDBACK MEETINGS
Issues
Date
Venue
Hill Cutting, Cox’s Bazar
3.8.2019
Cox’s Bazar
Protection of Narod, Boral and
Rajshahi sadar,
Karotoa river from encroachment
20.10.2019
Rajshahi
and pollution
Conservation of Sal forest and
Modhupur,
5.11.2019
Benai beel (water bodies)
Tangail
Bhabodaho water logging,
Nowapara,
pollution by SAF Tannery, Super
12.11.2019
Jessore
bricks
Stone extraction & crushing;
Sylhet sadar,
Forest protection; River protection;
23.12.2019
Sylhet
Brick field pollution and Sand
extraction
Underground water extraction and
26.12.19
Chattogram
industrial pollution
Pollution and encroachment of
Khulna sadar,
Mayur river; Shrimp cultivation,
28.12.2019
Khulna
and encroachment of Khan Jahan
Ali Dighee
White clay extraction from
Someshwari river

Issues
Mapping of the local level
environmental issues and network
formation
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Issues
Operation of stone crusher
machines‐ way forward to prevent

Durgapur,
Netrokona

30.12.2019

23
27 (F‐6, M‐21)
33 (F‐13, M‐20)
30 (F‐10, M‐20)
26 (F‐6, M‐20)
30 (F‐10, M‐20)
32 (F‐5, M‐22)
23 (F‐1, M‐22)

Participants
39 (F‐9, M‐30)
30 (F‐6, M‐ 24)
25 (F‐6, M‐ 19)
28 (F‐4, M‐24)

25 (F‐4, M‐21)

33 (F‐8, M‐25)

33 (F‐5, M‐28)

51 (F‐ 15, M‐
36)

NETWORK MEETINGS
Date
Venue

Participants

27.9.2019

29 (F‐7, M‐22)

Sylhet

17.11.19
Chattogram
26.11.2019
Barishal
28.11.2019
Khulna
17.12.2019
Tangail
19.12.2019
Rajshahi
ISSUE BASED DISCUSSIONS
Date
Venue
Sylhet Sadar,
28.10.2019
Sylhet

36

19 (F‐1, M‐18)
25 (F‐6, M‐19)
29 (F‐7, M‐22)
27 (F‐9, M‐18)
23 (F‐5, M‐18)
Participants
76 (F‐9, M‐67)

Chief Guest
Deputy
Commissioner

health hazard and environmental
havoc

(DC), Sylhet;
Upazilla Nirbahi
Officer (UNO),
Gowainghat
Upazilla; UNO‐
Sylhet Sadar
Upazilla.

2.

Protection of Kirtonkhola river
from encroachment, pollution and
sand extraction

29.10.2019

3.

Water logging of Bagerhat

19.11.2019

Conference
Room, DC
Office, Barishal
Bagerhat Press
Club, Bagerhat

104 (F‐10, M‐
94)
35 (F‐6, M‐29)

20.11.2019

DC conference
Room, Tangail

5.

Protection of Ichamoti river from
encroachment and pollution

20.11.2019

Conference
59 (F‐10, M‐
Room, DC office,
49)
Pabna

6.

Protection and conservation of
wetlands in Barishal

18.12.2019

Amtoli, Borguna

7.

Protection of Brahmaputra river
from encroachment and sand
extraction

24.12.2019

Mymensingh
Sadar,
Mymensingh

41(F‐15, M‐26)

8.

Sand extraction from Chhora
in Maulobhibazar

30.12.2019

Maulobhibazar
Sadar,
Maulobhibazar

46 (F‐ 11, M‐
35)

4.

Conservation of rivers & water
bodies of greater Tangail.
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DC, Barishal.

38 (F‐15, M‐
23)

49 (F‐6, M‐43)

DC, Tangail;
Additional
Deputy
Commissioner
(ADC) (General),
Tangail.
DC, Pabna;
Police Super,
Pabna; Chief
Executive Officer
(CEO), Zila
Parisad, Pabna;
ADC (Revenue),
Pabna;
Superintendent
Engineer,
BWDB, Pabna.
UNO, Amtoli.
DC,
Mymensingh;
ADC (General),
Mymensingh.
ADC (Revenue),
Maulobhibazar;
UNO,
Maulobhibazar
Sadar Upazilla;
Assistant
Director (DoE),
Maulobhibazar.

Annexure “2”
Legal Notices, Contempt Notices/Concern Letters
i. Legal Notices
1. Protection of 23078.36 acres of notified and reserved forests of 24 Mouzas of Police Station
from faulty land records, unlawful settlement, illegal occupation and adverse/contrary use,
Mymensing
2. Protection of local residents from industrial pollution of Anowara Fashion Limited (cotton yarn
manufacturer), Narayanganj
3. Protection of Bashia River from illegal encroachments, Sylhet
4. Hill Cutting for a University in Jhilanja Mouza of Cox`s Bazar
5. Compensation for workers of families of Ship Breaking Yard (Premium Trade Corporation),
Chattogram
In addition to the above, legal notices were also served in all 11 cases that led to filing of PILs.
ii. The following Contempt/ Concern Notices were Served in the Reporting Period
1. Seeking compliance with Judgment passed in Appeal No.153‐156 of 2009 declaring a mega
housing project (Modhumoti Model Town, Savar, Dhaka) and directing removal of sands
2. Seeking compliance with Order passed in Writ Petition No.1683 of 2014 to save agricultural
lands and wetlands of Sonargaon Upazilla, Narayangonj District from the clutches of so‐called
Sonargaon Economic Zone
3. Seeking compliance with Order passed in Civil Petition No. 810 of 2015 to protect forests and
wetlands from Government Housing Project namely “Purbachal New Town Project” in
Kaliganj, Gazipur
4. Seeking compliance with Order passed in Writ Petition 5332 of 2015 to protect Shumeshwory
River from illegal sand extraction, Netrokona
5. Seeking compliance with Order passed in Writ Petition 4793 of 2018 to protect agricultural
land from pollution of brick kiln, Sathbaria Village, Keshobpur Upazilla,Jashore
6. Seeking compliance with Judgment passed in Writ Petition No. 6848 of 2009 to regulate
tourism in the only coral Island of the Country, St. Martin, Cox’s Bazar
7. Seeking compliance with Order passed in W.P 6501 of 2015 to protect Karotoa River, Bogra
from encroachments and pollution
8. Seeking re‐consideration of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report of “Installation
of Single Point Mooring with Double Pipeline Project” that will raze 191.25 acres of hilly
reserved forest land of Moheshkhali Island, Cox’ Bazar.
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Annexures “3”
List of RTIs Filed in the Reporting Period
Sl.

Issues

Date

Authority

Response

Comments

1.

Research information
relating Golden Rice

03.03.2019

Bangladesh Rice
Research Institute
(BRRI)

Incomplete
information

As research is
going on
They referred to
training
organizer FFB
(Farming Future
Bangladesh)

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Meeting minutes of
training for journalists on
Golden Rice
Information relating
converting playground
Information on pollution
by Narsingdi Feed Mill
Information on the nature
of laws authorized for
setting up of Private
Economic Zone
Documents relating
scraped Vessel named MT
Atban
The approval documents
on setting up of Iconic
Tower
Meeting minutes of 186‐
189th meeting of the
Building Construction
Taskforce of the Cabinate
Division authorizing
construction in the no
development zone of
Cox’s Bazar Sea Beach
Information on Polluting
operation of Anowara
Fashions Ltd. in Hajiganj
Residential are of Fotulla,
Narayanganj
Information about the
pollution of BCL Board

03.03.2019

BRRI

Incomplete
information

14.05.2019

Capital Development
Authority (RAJUK)

Responded

14.07.2019

Department of
Environment, Narsingdi

Responded

29.08.2019

Bangladesh Economic
Zones Authority

Responded

25.09.2019

Ministry of Industry

Responded

25.09.2019

RAJUK

Partially
responded

22.10.2019

Cabinet Division

Responded

i. RAJUK

Not
responded

16.10.2019

ii. DC of Narayanganj

responded

16.10.2019

iii. DoE, Dhaka

Responded

16.10.2019

iv. DoE, Narayanganj
Director, DoE, Rajshahi
Divisional Ofiice, Bogra

responded
Incomplete
information

16.10.2019

18.07.2019
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Another letter
has been sent

Appeal filed with
Chairman,
RAJUK
The factory is
currently out of
operation after
serving a legal
notice by BELA

Mills Ltd., Sajahanpur,
Bogra
11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Encroachment and
pollution of Ichamoti
River, Pabna
Encroachment and
pollution of Ichamoti
River, Pabna
Encroachment and
pollution Mathabhanga
river
Information relating
Phultola Water supply
project
Information on
Pranshaher Khal
Information on
agricultural land filling by
sand from Meghaloya hill
of India in Tahirpur
upozila
Information relating stone
crushing zone, Sylhet
Pollution by the Kushiyara
brick field in Biyanibazar,
Sylhet

Information of land
records of Rashni Poly
Fiber industry in
Sreemangal district of
Moulavibazar.

Information relating
Balumohal of Jadukanta
River,
and Mahram River of
Tahirpur Upazila in
Sunamganj
Update list of encroachers
of Basiya River of

28.08.2019

i. Superintendent
Engineer, Bangladesh
Water Development
Board, Pabna

Incomplete
information

16.10.2019

ii. Office of the DC,
Pabna

Incomplete
information

11.10.2019

Office of the DC,
Chuadanga

Responded

Water and Sewerage
Authority (WASA),
Khulna
Office of the DC,
Satkhira
i. Office of the Upazila
Agriculture, Tahirpur,
Sunamganj
ii. Office of the DC,
Sunamganj
iii. Department of
Environment, Sylhet

09.12.2019
26.10.2019
27.03.2019
27.03.2019
27.03.2019

Responded
Not
responded
Responded
Responded
Responded

28.03.2019

DoE, Sylhet

Responded

28.03.2019

Office of the DC, Sylhet

Responded

08.05.2019

DoE, Sylhet

Responded

17.07.2019

i. Office of the Upazila
Agriculture Office,
Sreemangal, Moulavi
Bazar

Responded

17.07.2019

ii. DoE, Sylhet

Responded

29.07.2019

iii. Office of the DC,
Sylhet

Responded

21.07.2019

Office of the DC,
Sunamganj

Responded

21.07.2019

Office of the Assistant
Commissioner of Land

Responded
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Bishwanath Upazila in
Sylhet.

22.

Information on illegal
operation of stone
crusher machines of
Sylhet District

23.

Information on illegal
operation of Stone
Crusher Machine of
Sunamganj District

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.
31.

32.

33.
34.

Information on stone
quarries of Sylhet
Information on
implementation of
judgment: issue of
Illegally sand lifting in
Moulavibazar
Information of Illegal sand
lifting in Habiganj.
Information of collected
revenue of Tamabil Land
port of Gowainghat
Upazila in Sylhet.
Information on illegal
sand extraction, and
pollution of Brammaputra
River, Jamalpur
List of encroachers of
Kuakata sea beach area
List of coal‐fired power
plants of Barishal
Information on coal‐fired
power plant and
Tangragiri reserve forest
List of encroachers of 4
khal (canal) under Amtoli
Borguna
List of encroachers of 3
khash (government
property) pond
List of encroachers of
Pirtola khal

(AC Land), Bishwanath,
Sylhet

21.07.2019

Office of the DC, Sylhet

28.08.2019

DoE, Sylhet

Responded

Not
responded

Appeal filed with
DG, DoE on
05.12.2019
Complaint to be
filed

30.09.2019

DoE, Sylhet

Responded

30.09.2019

Office of DC of
Moulavi Bazar

Responded

01.10.2019

Office of DC, Habiganj

Responded

01.10.2019

Information of
collected revenue of
Tamabil Land port of
Gowainghat upozila in
Sylhet

Responded

30.10.2019

Office of the DC,
Jamalpur

Responded

07.03.2019

Office of the AC Land,
kalapara

Responded

07.05.2019

DoE, Barishal

Responded

07.05.2019

Office of the Divisional
forest officer, Barishal

Responded

16.05.2019

Office of the AC Land,
Amtoli, Barguna

Responded

22.08.2019

Office of the AC Land,
kalapara, Potuakhali

Responded

22.08.2019

Office of the AC Land,
Dumki upazilla

Ongoing
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35.
36

37.

List of encroachers of
Chingoria Khal
Inspection report of Scrap
Vessel MT. Ekta

EIA report of 'Installation
of Single‐Point Mooring
with Double Pipeline'
project of Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation
(BPC), permission of the
project, action plan of
tree plantation

08.12.2019

Office of the AC Land,
kalapara

Ongoing

24.10.2019

DoE, Chattogram

Responded

15.11.2018

Energy and Mineral
Resources Division,
Ministry of Power,
Energy and Mineral
Resources (MPEMR)

21.102019

DC, Narayangonj

21.102019

38.

List of industries involve
with pollution around
Narayangonj City
Corporation

DoE, Dhaka

21.102019

DoE, Narayangonj

21.102019

BIWTA, Dhaka

21.102019

National River
Conservation
Commission (NRCC)

42

Incomplete
information

Responded
Responded
Responded
Responded
Responded

Appeal filed on
15.11.2018 with
MPEMR;
Complaint filed
on 15 January,
2019 with
Information
Commission.
Complaint
rejected on
22.09.2019.
Concern letter to
MPEMR and
Information
Commission on
21.01.2020

Annexure “4”
Deviation/Carried Over Activities
•

2.2.1.1 Public Interest Litigation (Filling New Cases) ‐ 2

•

2.2.1.4 Public Hearings (National Level) ‐ 1

•

2.2.1.5 Public Hearings (Local Level) – 1

•

2.2.2.1 Documents Collection (Photographs, Official Letters, Map, Satellite Images,
Land Records, Community Testimony and so on)‐1

•

2.3.1.3 Strategic Alliance Meetings ‐ 2

•

2.3.1.4 Citizen's Dialogue on Selected Issues‐ 1

•

2.3.1.6 Briefing Paper‐1

•

2.3.1.7 Signature Campaign‐2

•

2.3.1.14 Nationwide Campaigns (river, forest, agricultural land) (12 Dec 19, Ghior,
Manikgonj) ‐ 1

•

2.3.2.2 TV Talk Shows/TV Slides Airing/Round table with media – 1

•

2.4.1.1 Nationwide Mapping of the Environmental Disputes – 1

•

2.4.1.2 Issue Based Discussion‐2

•

2.4.1.6 Beneficiaries Feed Back Meeting‐2

•

2.5.1.6 Arranging Webinars and Other Distance Education Session for Staff and
Network Members – 1

•

2.5.2.1 Research on Key Thematic Areas (Natural Resource Management, Pollution
and Conservation, Climate Justice, Sustainable Energy, Environmental Rights etc) ‐ 1

•

2.5.2.2 Printing of Book titled: Laws Regulating Environment in Bangladesh ‐ 1

•

2.5.2.5 Dissemination of Books/Reports/Articles etc. – 1

•

2.6.1.1 Capacity Building of BELA staffs /Staff Training on Environmental Issues,
Project Management and other Necessary Issues ‐ 1
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Action Plan January- December, 2020
(Includes incomplete works of 2019)
Acc.
Co.

Target

Issue

Activities
Defending Citizen's Right to Environment

2.2.1

Legal Aid and Assistance

2.2.1.1
2.2.1.2
2.2.1.3

Public Interest Litigation (Filling
New Cases)
Environmental Legal Cases Follow up
Public Consultation/Community
Consultation(Local Level)

15

Public Hearings (National Level)

2

2.2.1.5

Public Hearings (Local Level)

3

2.2.1.6

Application under RTI Act

12

2.2.1.9

Field Trips/Visits/Survey

60

As needed

2

As needed

Documentation Collection
Documents Collection
(Photographs, Official Letters,
Map, Satellite Images, Land
Records, Community Testimony
and so on)

Mar

April

2

2

May

Jun

July

Aug

Sep

2

2

2

3

Oct

50

2.2.1.4

2.2.2.1

Feb

14

Saint Martin,
Agricultural Land,
Old Dhaka
chemical godowns
a. Sand Extraction
of Rajshahi,
b. Ground water of
Barind Region,
c. Dolphine
sanctuary
d. Phultola water
issue of Khulna
As needed

2.2.2

March 2020 to December 2020
Jan

2.2

Annexure “5”
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2

Nov

Dec

Acc.
Co.
2.2.2.2

Target

Video Documentary /
Photography on Environmental
Disputes

2.3

Advocacy and Campaigns for

2.3.1

Advocacy and Campaign

2.3.1.1

2.3.1.2

Research to Identify Gaps and
Suggest Improvements in the
Regulatory Regime for Drafting
New Bills/Laws
Engagement with Relevant
Ministry Submit Draft Laws/Bills
(Including amendments)

1

As needed

1

Ecologically Critical
Area

1

Forest
Conservation Act

Strategic Alliance Meetings

6

2.3.1.4

Citizen's Dialogue on Selected
Issues

2

2.3.1.6

Dialogue with Law and Policy
Makers
Briefing Papers

2.3.1.7

Signature Campaign

2

2.3.1.8

Membership of National and
International Organizations

1

2.3.1.9

International Networking

March 2020 to December 2020
Jan

2.3.1.3

2.3.1.5

Issue

Activities

Pesticide, Single
Use Plastic
Industrial pollution,
Promotion of
renewable energy

1

ECA

2

To be decided
Raj: Eucalyptus,
Ctg: Water

(attending Meetings/Exchange
Meetings/Seminar or Exposure Visit)

2

2.3.1.14

Nationwide Campaigns

6*

2.3.1.15

National Level
Meeting/Workshop/Seminar

2

Feb

River, forest,
agricultural land,
SUP
SUP, pesticide,
brick kilns,
playground, rooftop
garden
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Mar

April

May

Jun

July

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Acc.
Co.
2.3.2

Target

Issue

Activities

March 2020 to December 2020
Jan

Feb

Mar

April

2.3.2.1

Press Briefing

1

2.3.2.2

TV Talk Show

1

As needed

2.4

Increasing Community Outreach, Mobilizing and Supporting Peoples’ Resistances

2.4.1

Community Mobilization and Identification of Issues

July

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

(merged with
2.4.2.2)/trainings
for network
members

2.4.1.1

Nationwide Mapping of the
Environmental Disputes of the
Country and Local level
Network/Meeting

2.4.1.2

Issue Based Discussions /
Workshops/ Meeting/Human
Chain/ Dialogue with Local Level
non-State and State
Actors(National and Local level)

15

2.4.1.3

Focus Group Discussion (FGD)

14

2

2.4.1.4

Dialogue with Local Level nonState and State Actors

12

2.4.1.5

Filling Appeals, Memorandums

2

2.4.1.6

Beneficiary Feedback Meeting to
Follow-up

14

2.4.2.1

Jun

Media Campaign and Communication
Relocation of
chemical godowns
from Old Dhaka (20
Feb 2020)

2.4.2

May

As needed

6

1

1

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

6

6

As needed
1

Networking & Support
Participate in Meetings and
Establish Network with BELA
Network Members, Govt. Offices,
Friends of BELA and Training
Recipients

1

As needed
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1

6

2

6

Acc.
Co.

Target

Issue

Activities

March 2020 to December 2020
Jan

2.4.2.2

National Level Network Meetings

2

2.4.2.3

Local Level Network Meetings

6

Feb

(merged with
2.4.1.1)/trainings
for network
members

Mar

April

2.5.1

Training and Awareness

2.5.1.3

2.5.1.4

1

2

Operating Social Media Account

1

2.5.1.6

2

2.5.2.1

Sep

Oct

Nov

1

2

2

Judicial training

CSO training

1

1

Arranging Webinars and Other
Distance Education Session for
Staff and Network Members
Research and Publications
Research on Key Thematic
Areas (Natural Resource
Management, Pollution and
Conservation, Climate Justice,
Sustainable Energy,
Environmental Rights etc)

Aug

1

2.5.1.5

2.5.2

July

2

Raising Awareness and Strengthening Networks on Environmental Justice Issues

Training for the Judicial Officers(1 day) in Dhaka. Participants -50
nos
Community Leaders, Govt.
Officials & CSO Training/
National & local level training-(5
days)-Dhaka (25 participants in
each batch)
Develop Communication
Materials and Strategies for
Community Engagement
(Distance Education and
Structured Courtyard Sessions)

Jun

1

2.5

2.5.1.2

May

2

Stone extraction
Forest

47

Dec

Acc.
Co.

Target

2.5.2.2

Printing of Book

2.5.2.5

Dissemination of
Books/Reports/Articles etc.

2.5.2.6

Publish Report on "State of the
Environment in Bangladesh" on a
Yearly Basis

1 (500)

2

1 (200)

Strengthening the Organization

2.6.1

Capacity Building
Capacity Building of BELA staffs
/Staff Training on Environmental
Issues, Project Management
and other Necessary Issues

3

2.6.1.3

Staff Coordination Meeting

2

2.6.1.5

Consultant for developing
sustainable plan

1

2.6.2
2.6.2.1

2.7

March 2020 to December 2020
Jan

2.6

2.6.1.1

Issue

Activities

Feb

1

Mid Tern Evaluation

1

April

May

Jun

July

1

1

Laws Regulating
Environment in
Bangladesh
Laws Regulating
Environment in
Bangladesh
"State of the
Environment in
Bangladesh
Topic: Forest

Will be taken up to
follow up M & E
and Gender
Analysis & As
needed

1

1
To be decided

Updating the Organizational Policies and Improving Practices
Annual Report of the Works of
BELA is Prepared and
Disseminated

Mar

48

1

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

